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of the informal economy of health in African cities . Its object was to map constraints on and the effects of the decisions of women faced with symptoms of illness 'serious enough' to warrant treatment outside the home. Population structure and change were not its focus, but they became significant to one of its central questions-'What kind of urban system is this?' We need to know what treatment options are recognised in the research area, which kinds of people use which ones, and how the resources necessary for treatment seeking are defined and mobilised (Wallman and Baker, 1996) . The urban system is the geographic context in which all this happens; it provides the conditions of possibility within which day-to-day decisions inevitably are made .
The official size of Kamwokya II is 0-5 km2. Formal estimates put its population density at 23,000 per km2, at least fifteen ethnic groups are represented among the permanent residents, and it is mixed by economic prosperity and status. This heterogeneity shows in patterned variation within the area. Non-residents are drawn to it as an entertainment centre with a good market and lively trades in brewing, tailoring, furniture-making, etc., and new residents by virtue of its increasing respectability and desirability as a place to live. The residents' own relation to it varies with gender: most men come and go, most women stay put; more women than men are 'around' in the daytime (ibid.).
KAMWOKYA II RE. KAMPALA
In the 1991 census the sex-age ratios and population pyramid of Kamwokya II mirror those of Kampala, and for present purposes they serve as a proxy for the city as a whole. Figures published for both areas in 1991 and 1969 are given in Table 11 . They show that in the earlier years the ratio for Kamwokya II was higher than that for Kampala city, whereas by 1991 it was virtually the same. In both cases, overall sex ratios have fallen consistently and females now outnumber males to a small extent.
Males made up 55 per cent of the total population of Kampala in 1969, yielding the overall ratio of 126, but there are important differences between age groups. Kamwokya's profile in 1969 is similar but more 'migrant-like': it has slightly fewer children under 15 years and a greater excess of adult men. It is mainly the excess of men in the age group 20-34 that leads to Kamwokya II having a higher sex ratio overall.
We should note that the 1969 figures include Asians and Europeans and that the age-sex profiles of the races differed. But these proportions were never large, even in Kampala, and by 1991 are not specified at all: the census now classifies only by citizenship. 'Others' not belonging to specified African countries we have glossed as non-African. On this basis (and for good historical reasons) the non-African tally for Kampala was down from 37,300 to 5,500 (less than 1 per cent of the total) and had small effect on age-sex ratios. Since in Kamwokya II non-African residents are even more rare, the rest of this account refers only to the African populations of both areas.
The age-specific sex ratios for both areas and both years are set out in Table 1 . Three points are significant. (1) In both years the two profiles are similar except that Kamwokya II shows slightly greater extremes in the excess of men over women. (2) As the excess of men over women has decreased over time so the excess of girls/young women has increased. (3) In the older age groups (65 +) an excess of men in 1969 has been replaced in 1991 by an excess of women.
Comparing the two census results shows that the excess of girls/ young women has both arisen and increased in the last two decades. In Kampala in 1969 the sex ratios for Africans in the 10-14 and 15-19 year age groups were at or close to parity; in 1991 they are well below parity. These ratios are not uniform across the areas they refer to. Age-sex ratios in Kamwokya II (and presumably in Kampala as a whole) vary appreciably by sub-area and by birthplace. On both counts the differences reflect the fact that the population is made up of migrants who distribute themselves unevenly across the cityscape.
We used various data to set up a typology of sub-areas within Kamwokya II, each comprising between three and nine census enumeration areas. Their labels (listed below) imply styles of livelihood and are largely self-explanatory. Cross-tabulations with residents' home areas suggest that incomers 'select' their sub-area by reference to the economic and social style of their ethnic/regional origins. (2) Area A, the Migrant area, also has the highest overall sex ratio, with 110 males per 100 females. The most marked contrast is with area B, the Market area, which has an overall ratio of 81 and is the only area in which females outnumber males in all age categories except 40-59 years. Focusing on the 20-39 year groups, area A has the largest excess of males, area B, as already noted, is unbalanced in the opposite direction, and area C, the Permanent house area, is closest to parity.
(3) In the matter of the sex composition of those under 20 years of age, girls/young women outnumber boys/young men in virtually all areas. But the extent of the imbalance differs appreciably according to age. In each area the proportion of both boys and girls in the 5-9 year category falls markedly from a higher level under 5 years. Then the proportions tend to rise, but there are differences in the rates at which males 'catch up' with females. In area B the sex ratio remains consistently low as we climb the age ladder; in area A the sex ratio rises above parity between 20 and 25 years; in areas D and E it does so between 25 and 29 years; and in area C it does so only between 30 and 34 years.
These differences must be the result of differential patterns of inmigration or different counterflows of out-migration-both, in some sense, effects of relations between the economy of Kampala and its Kamwokya II residents born outside Kampala vary in the same way as those of the total population. Age-specific ratios for ethnic groups or migrants from different regions were not available, but from birthplace by age and sex (Table 4) it is possible to compare age-specific sex ratios for people born in different regions. Because each ethnic group tends to be associated with a particular region (added by us to the census figures in Table 2 ), evidence for variation of age-sex ratios by region of origin supports the likelihood of ethnic specialisation in the urban economy. Tables 3 and 4 show considerable differences in overall sex ratios between people born in Kampala and the four regions of Uganda. For Central Region and Kampala the overall ratios are well below parity, as are all but three of the age-specific ratios. (The exceptions may well be quirks due to small numbers.) The overriding fact is that females born in Kampala and Central Region outnumber males at virtually all ages. The pattern for those born in Western, Eastern and Northern Regions is sharply different. All three regions show low sex ratios in the younger age groups-up to 19 years for the Western and Eastern Regions and up to 24 years for Northern Region, with men outnumbering women thereafter (Table 4) . This implies steady patterns of migration to Kampala from the three regions which result in more adult men than adult women but fewer boys/young men than girls/young women being resident in town.
The younger cohorts in Kamwokya II This section combines data from Table 3 with census data on school attendance and the activity status of boys and girls in four age groups.
Age group 5-9years. In 1991 the 5-9 year olds numbered approximately 1,250, of whom 70 per cent were born in Kampala. Girls made up 55 per cent of the total, giving a sex ratio of 82 (the same as in 1969). But the sex ratio among in-migrants was even lower at 71. The proportion of the two sexes attending school is also 55 per cent. The absolute numbers of school-going girls are, however, higher than the numbers of school-going boys-378 girls as against 3f 1 boys. By the same token, there were more girls not at school-312 girls and 255 boys.
It is conceivable that differential infant mortality contributed to this disparity, but more likely that the imbalance is a product of sex-selective tendencies in migration even at this low age.
Age group 10-14years. The total (1,205) age 10-14 is only slightly lower than the number aged 5-9 years; 53 per cent were bor in Kampala. Girls make up 60.5 per cent, yielding a sex ratio of 65 as against 99 in 1969-clearly a significant change over time. And among in-migrants the sex ratio is down to 55 compared with 65 in the total cohort. The number of girls was slightly higher than in the 5-9 year age groups and the number of boys appreciably lower.
AGE-SEX RATIOS IN KAMPALA
Eighty-two per cent of boys and 74 per cent of girls are now attending school. Owing to the larger absolute number of girls, the number of girls at school (539) was still higher than the number of boys (391), and twice as many of them were not at school (190 against 85). It is in this age category that the sex divergence in school-going begins to show.
Some idea of what children who were not at school were doing can be drawn from evidence on 'activity status' and other census data on those returned as having occupations. Of the eighty-odd boys aged 10-14 not at school, thirty were reported as employees or self-employed, thirty as household workers, and the balance (excluding students) fell in small miscellaneous categories. Compared with this, of the 190 girls not at school, fifty-nine were reported as employees or self-employed, 103 as household workers and the balance (again excluding students) were counted in various 'informal' categories (unpaid family workers, etc.). Scanty as these data are, they point to the earlier involvement of girls in gainful employment or household work (23 per 1. Girls/young women, sometimes as young as 8 or 9 years, are sent to town to do housework in the homes of their kin or of other families.
2. Girls/young women who drop out of village school are more likely than boys to go to town to trade.
3. Young boys are more likely to be sent back to their villages-i.e. their fathers' villages-than are young girls.
4. Orphan girls are more readily assimilated into town homes than are orphan boys-the girls are more useful.
5. Some girls working in town are paid very poor wages, if any, and are commonly 'abused by the bosses', i.e. by the adult men in the home. So it is not unusual for them to break away but to stay in town rather than venture back to their villages.
6. Boys (and their parents) often consider education to be more important for them than for girls. But, as town schools are more expensive than village schools, they may be sent back to the less expensive village schools for their education even if the education is of poorer quality.
7. School fees in town are high and girls are often in a better position to make a little money on the side than are boys. Schoolgirl prostitution exists, though some informants claimed that it is not as widespread now as it was some years ago.
8. Young men complain that life in town is harder for them than for girls. There are various elaborations on this: parents at times treat their girls better than their boys (giving them more money) in order to 'keep them', to dissuade them from accepting money from men, and while schoolboys do have relationships with schoolgirls they have difficulty in maintaining a steady relationship because the girls are tempted away by approaches from older men with more money.
9. Many people return to their village after some years in town. Some informants consider that a woman is likely to return earlier than her husband in order to produce crops to feed the family.
10. The assumption that the two wars and AIDS may be factors affecting sex ratios in town is widespread among local people. But with frequent movement back and forth between Kampala and the countryside it is difficult to see a direct connection, or to envisage which way any cause-effect links would operate. In any case the young men 'missing' in the urban demographic pyramid are largely not of the age groups most vulnerable to either disaster.
11. AIDS may, however, have a different and indirect connection. It is 'common knowledge' that adult men search out and value young girls as sexual partners on the grounds that the risk of STD/HIV infection is lower with them than with older girls and adult women. This explanation implies a particular demand niche for young girls in the urban economy which may allow disproportionate numbers of them to survive in town.
12. Finally, it was also suggested to us that the proportions of men and women in town may be skewed by their different involvement with 'dual residence'. People living partly in town may see advantages in declaring themselves rural rather than urban-or vice versa. Informants seemed to think that men would be more likely to see advantages in claiming residence in their 'home area' outside Kampala. They say the reverse is probably true for women.
We cannot know what weight is to be attached to any of these explanations, but none of them is contradicted by our own or others' research findings. It must be true, however, that the changes in Kampala's population structure between 1969 and 1991 in some way reflect changes in Ugandan society and the economy over the same period.
Second level of explanation: Uganda's recent political and economic history This relative stability has been achieved with, and partly through, an informal economy which allows individuals to achieve a 'living wage' despite the collapse of formal employment (Obbo, 1991; . And the structure of opportunity for making a living by alternative means draws more girls/young women into town, and encourages them to stay there once arrived, than it attracts or keeps their male age mates.
CONCLUSION
Our conclusion has two strands. (1) Among possible explanations of changing age-sex ratios in present-day Kampala, new elements in the structure of opportunity for making a living dominate. (2) Among the likely effects of these changes, their relevance to patterns and rates of HIV infection is crucial. They are addressed in turn.
Economy.
The perceived absence of young men in Kampala is relative rather than absolute. A declining sex ratio among young adults in Kampala is caused less by young men 'going' than by increasing numbers of young women coming to and staying in areas like Kamwokya. One persuasive explanation of the turn-round is economic: over recent years the formal economy, once the employer of men, has collapsed, and compensatory developments in the informal economy have tended to favour women. This explanation can be only preliminary: systematic comparison with other sub-Saharan cities has not been possible. Lower overall sex ratios are widely reported for urban Africa, but in publications of 1953-55 1962 1966 1971 1972 1978 1979 1979-85 
